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February 15 , 1904
FOR THE YEAR ENDING
TOWN OF RUMFORD
O F  T H E
Municipal Officers
OF THE
a n n u a l  r e p O r t
 RUMFORD FAL LS, MAINE
T im es-H e Ra LD B o o k  a n d  J o b  P r i n t
1 904
f

Municipal Officers
FO R TH E  YEA R E N D I N G
F e b r u a r y  1 5  1 904
RUMFORD FALLS ,  MAINE
T i m e s - H e r al d  B o o k  a n d  J o b  P r i n t
1904
ANNUAL  R E P O R T
 
o f  t h e  
TOWN OF RUMFORD
O F  T H E
!\
Town Officers, 1903.
Y. A. Th u r s t o n ,
Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor,
W . G  M o r s e , S. B. N i l e .
Clerk,
F. O. E a t o n
i
Treasurer,
F. B. M a r t i n .
Collector,
F r e d  W . N o y e s.
Auditor,
C .  W . C a r y
H e n r y  M. C o l b y ,
School Committee.
S t a n l e y  B i s b e e , O. J. G o y n a .

SELECTMEN'S REPORT.
F E B R U A R Y  15, 1904.
Real estate, resident,
Personal estate, resident,
Real estate, non-resident, 
Personal estate, non-resident,
Total valuation,
State tax,
County tax,
J
Common schools,
Support of poor,
Miscellaneous,
Repairs on roads and bridges,
School books,
Repairs on school houses,
Free high school,
Town debt and interest,
Discount on taxes,
Observances of Memorial dav,
J 7
Ellis river bridge,
Cemetery fence at Rumford,
V A L U  A T  I ON.
Evening school,
Support Carnegie library, 
Road in Virginia,
School rental,
Virginia school house, 
Thurston school house, 
Overlay,
Number of polls, 2,182. 
Rate of poll tax, $3.00. 
Amount of poll tax,
Rate of property tax, .018. 
Amount of property tax,
Total commitment.
P O O R  A C C O U N T
To amount appropriated and raised,
balance from 1902,
due from State for care of Benj
Lord,
due from State fo r care Joe Cro-
teau,
due from Augusta, care Albert
Leclair,
due from Lewiston, care (oe
Ploude,
Total,
C>
By paid for care of J. K . P. Simpson and his divorced
wife :
Paid town of Sumner,
Paid town of Norway,
Mechanic Falls,
For care B en j. L o r d :
Paid T. P Wing,for board,
T. P. Wing, for board, 
T. P. Wing, for board, 
Albert Frost, for board,
C has. Israelson, for goods, 
Albert Frost, for board,
Nile & Nile, medical attendance, 
Albert Frost, for board,
M. Marx, for goods,
J. S. Sturtevant, med. attendance, 
A. L Stanwood, med. attendance,
For care of Joe C roteau :
Paid Maine Insane Hospital,
For care of Albert LeClaire  
Paid Maine Insane Hospital,
Joe Gagnon, transportation, 
Robert Barry, supplies, 
Maine Insane Hospital,
For care of }oe Ploude:
Paid J. (). (fagnon, transportation 
M aine Insane Hospital,
For care of Frank  Woods: 
Paid Maine Insane Hospital,
For care of M ary and Else Morin 
Paid C. H. Tripp, for board,
W. O. Raynes, for board,
C. H. Tripp, for board,
J. E. Stephens,
C. H. Tripp, tor board,
W. (). Raynes, for board,
C. H. Tripp, for board,
W. O. Raynes, for board,
C. H. Tripp, for board,
W. O. Raynes, for board,
For care of B ixby girl;
Paid Mrs. Georgia A. Abbott, board,
M. Marx, goods,
Mrs. Georgia A. Abbott, for board, 
M. Marx, goods,
Mrs. James Abbott, for board,
ji For care of George Plant 
Paid J. H. M cKeeman, for wood,
E. Henry, groceries, 
G am eau  & Bell, groceries,
For care of Jacob Aaron family. 
Paid 1 H. McKeeman, for wood,
H. O. Burditt &  Son, groceries.
For care of Mrs. John McDougal 
Paid J. FI. M cKeem an, tor wood,
A. L. Stanwood, disinfecting Hotel 
Rumford,
W
Paid for support of Mrs. Mary Spear, 
Paid J. J. Calhoun,
toi burying Pat Collins’ child, 
for burying Dame child,
Foi care of Robie children:
Paid M. Marx, supplies,
W. W. Ferguson, board,
M. Marx, supplies,
\\ . \Y. Ferguson, board,
M. Marx, supplies,
Mrs. Lillian Ramsey, board,
M. Marx, supplies,
Charles J. Harmon, for board, 
Mrs. Lillian Ramsey, board,
M. Marx, supplies,
F or  care of Isaac S m a l l :
Paid T. H. B urgess, groceries, 
T. H. Burgess, groceries,
For care of Jeasyne Martin 
Paid M. Marx, goods,
S. L. Moody, for board, 
S. L. Moody, for board,
Paid Bisbee & M cC arty
for med . attd , for G lena Cotton, 
for med. attd., Mrs. A m y ria Wyman, 
Mrs. Annie Siddall. for care of 
Allen Burke,
Supplies for lock-up,
For care of Mrs. Joanna Rolfe 
Paid G. W. Roberts, for board, 
G. W. Roberts, for board, 
W. S. R ichardson, board, 
R. A. K idder, board,
For support of H. A. J . Rolfe 
Paid town of Phillips,
For support of Chas. Moody 
Paid C. D . Wyman, for wood, 
Chas. Israelson, goods, 
Garneau Bell, g roceries, 
Garneau & Bell, groceries,
9
M. Marx, goods,
Arthur Lane, for wood,
Peter Teague, tor wood,
 For support of Mrs. Annis:
Paid Mrs. John Foley, for board,
For support ot Christie child : 
Paid Mrs. Mabel Perry, for board,
E. W Howe, for burying child,
For support of Alex Hebert fam ily: 
Paid H. M cKeeman, lor wood, 
Garneau & Bell, g roceries.
For support of H ollis Kennison : 
Paid O. H. Bowker, for board,
M. J . Billings, for board,
Wilson,
For support of J. D . G ibson:
Paid Garneau & Bell, gioceries,
Paid sundry pauper bills,
Paid Mrs. Annie Siddall, for support ot 
Thomas McCarron,
Paid Bisbee & Parker, expenses of case 
Avon vs. Rumford,
Paid Bisbee 6c M cCarty, med. attd., Mrs.
Paid A. L. Stanwood, disinfecting.
Total,
Bal. undrawn,
• ^
I  2
S M A L L  P O X  A C C O U N T .
D r.
T o amt. appropriated at special meeting, $2,500 00
By bills approved by Board of Health :
Cr.
V. A. Thurston, cash paid out, «5 2 5 00
J. Henry Roberts, watching, 37 00
Clarence McMennamin, watching, 21 00
Rod Morrison, watching, 57 00
F. S. Stan wood, watching, 68 00
Peter Portier, watching, 6 00
R. F. Furniture Co., supplies, 25 27
[. H. M cK eem an Co., wood, r3 25
Ira J. Parlin, stove for pest house, 8 00
Henry Brilliant, meals furnished
men in tent, 140 00
Metevier & Fisher, for tent, 10 00
Garneau Ar Bell, supplies for pest
house, 72 00
E. W. Howe, supplies, 5« 25
Stanley Bisbee, supplies, 24 J 9
E. K. Day, supplies, 5°
R. F. Pub. Co., notices, 2 75
Cote Pharmacy, medicine, 46 43
A. J. Merritt, labor, 3 00
A. L. Stanw'ood, 2 5°
B. Merritt, for board of men in
his house while quarantined, 3°5 00
Ed. Hanson, for nurse, 240 00
F. 0 . Walker, supplies, 1 60
H. Marx, supplies, 3 00
R. F. Power Co., 30 00
V. E. Fuller, supplies to pest
house, 21 40
¿’ aid R. F. L & W, Co., extra lights,
( . H. M cKenzie Co., supplies,
\ L. Stanwood, disinfecting,
W. I. White, lumber,
A. L. Stanwood, cash paid and
fumigating men and bedding,
J. S. Morse, supplies,
Frank Nowell, supplies to pest 
house,
Garneau N Bell, groceries,
Gote Pharmacy, supplies,
C. F Spiller, boaid of girls while 
under quarantine,
Charles M Titcomb, supplies. 
John N. Welch, trucking,
| H. M cKeem an Co., wood, 
Napoleon Mayo, labor,
Pat Mehan, labor,
W. P. McDonald Co., medicine, 
Nelson Bushley, trucking,
Nile  N Nile,
Hall & Smith, trucking,
R F. Power Co., rent ot pest 
house,
F. B. Hall, supplies,
R. F. Pow er Co., rent pest house, 
Garneau N Bell, supplies pest 
house,
Garneau N Bell, supplies pest 
house,
Stanley Bisbee, supplies pest house, 
F. B. Davis, supplies,
J. S. Morse, tor wood,
Gote Pharmacy, supplies,
(oe Paradis, for nurse,
Paid A. L. Stanwood, med. attd., on the
cases, disinfecting and cash 
paid,
Amt. of small pox bills, 
Amt. of poor account,
Total,
Undrawn,
By paid K  B. Martin, treasurer,
Paid IT. M Colby, services as ballot
clerk,
Frank  Mai tin,
/
services as ballot
cler k,
0 . f. Gonya, services as ballot
clerk,
G. B. McMennairun, services as
ballot clerk,
l'o appropriated and raised,
Due from State for superintendence, 
Received from State, sheep killed by 
dogs,
Due from G. W. Johnson, office rent, 
Due from County for use of court room,
J
Received for licenses,
Due from Milton, cash paid running 
town line,
Due from Peru, cash paid running town 
line.
A C C O U N T  OT M I S C E L L A N E O U S  E X P E N S E S
D r .
IS
H. C. Dunton, services as select­
man and cash paid out, $270 00
Y. A. Thurston, services as select­
man and cash paid out, 1 76 5 °
W. G. Morse, services as select­
man and cash paid out, 2 10 00
Edith Banks, services as clerk, 5 00
A #
Rumford Falls Publishing Co.,
printing town reports, 104 90
Fred 0 . Eaton, services as clerk
and recording births, 77 95
Fred 0 . Dupont, cleaning Wigwam, 7 00
Payson Smith, superintendence, 9 1 74
R. F. Pub. Co., printing, 3 80
J. E. Stephens, services as School
Committee, 24 00
H. L. Elliott, posting warrant for
meeting, 1 5 °
R. F. Trust Co., rent, 100 00
A. L. Stanwood, services as board
of health, x5 00
A. L. Stanwood, services as town
physician, 100 00
A. E. Morrison, services as board
of health, 28 ° 4
F. E. Leslie, returning births and
deaths, i 00
Payson Smith, superintendence, 95 83
H. M. Colby, services as School
Committee, 18 00
R. T. Parker, services as auditor, 10 00
Loring, Short and Harmon, supplies, 38 57
V. A. Linnell, labor at Wigwam, 1 2 26
H. F. Abbott, returning births
and deaths, 21 2 5
16
Paid R. F. Pub. Co., printing $ 1 1  50
Payson Smith, superindence, 95 83
E. S. Poor, services as truant officer, 15 00
E. C. Farnum, services as clerk
making taxes, 48 00
H. H. Hutchins, services as clerk
making taxes, 48 00
Coring, Short and Harmon, supplies, 78 
Payson Smith, superintendence, 95 83
A. E. Stearns & Co., collector’s bond, 40 004
R. F. Trust Co., rent. 100 00
J. W. Stuart, vaccinating, 90 00
Services as board of health, » *5 00
A. L. Stanwood, vaccinating, 249 00
Payson Smith, superintendence, 95 83
Fred Farmer, labor, 50
V. E. Fuller, setting guide boards, 2 00
H. H. Tibbets, special police, 12 00
Fred Noyes, collecting taxes, 300 00
Payson Smith, superintendence, 95 83
Odd Fellows Building Association 37 50
R. F. Pub. Co., printing, 1 25
W. R. Swain, repairing fence, 3 00
W. H. Porter, repairing fence, 2 20
L. P. Merrill, special constable, 3 00
Cyrillis Bolduc, special constable, 2 00
M. M cLeod, dog constable, 3 00
Payson Smith, superintendence 95 82
R. F. Pub. Co., printing, 1 74
R. E. Trust Co., rent, 100 00
H. H. Hutchins, dog constable, 6 00
H. H. Tibbets, special constable, 5 00
Fred Noyes, collecting taxes, 100 00
Payson Smith, superintendence, 95 83
W. V. Kimball, sheep killed by dogs, 3 00
Payson Smith, superintendence, $95 83
Loring, Short & Harmon,supplies, 11 5 °
Henry Nelson, perambulating
town line, 3 ° 75
Payson Smith, superintendence, 95 83
Henry Nelson, perambulating
town line, 30 75
Doctor Lessieur, returning births
and deaths, 20 2 5
R. F. Trust Co., rent, TOO OO
Charles Mathews, services, 5 5 °
W. Z. Twitched, returning births -
and deaths, 4 75
J. W. Withee, team hire, 8 OO
W. F. Stevens, sheep killed by dogs , 12 OO
J. \V. Elliott, sheep killed by bear, 3 OO
R. E. Martin, sheep killed by dogs, 9 OO
S. A. Burleigh, superintendence, 27 33
Rumford Falls Insurance Agency,
treasurer’s bond, 20 00
Fred W. Noyes, collecting taxes, 100 00
S. A. Burleigh, superintendence, 82 00
Loring, Short & Harmon, order
book, 6 5 °
R. F. Pub. Co., printing warrant, 1 5 °
H. f. Binford, returning births
and deaths, 75
F. E. Wheet, returning births and
deaths, 9 2 5
f. S. Sturtevant, returning births
and deaths, 2 5°
Bisbee & Parker, legal services, 45 ° 5
Bisbee & McCarty, returning
births and deaths, 17 00
H. L. Elliott, collecting taxes, 68 42
Paid Loring, Short & Harmon, supplies, $ 63
A. L. Stanwood, returning births
and deaths, 6 00
Total, $ 4 >o93  *3
Overdrawn, 87 oc
E L L I S  R I V E R  B R I D G E  A C C O U N T .
D r.
m
Appropriated and raised, $7,000 00
Received from M cGuire &  Jones for
lumber, 10 00
 $7 ,0 10  00
By paid Metevier & Fisher, for abut-
ments, $2,560 35
Henry Nelson, engineer, I 2 5 OO
Y. A. Thurston, building
road and approaches, 420 10
American Bridge Co., steel
structure, 1,760 OO
Dunton Lumber Co., lumber
for piles and plank, *35 6 3
$ 5 , 0 0 / 0 8
Amt. undrawn, $2,008 92
D r.
Amt. appropriated and raised for road in Virginia, $r,ooo 00
Cr.
By paid for labor on Virginia road, 956 33
Amt. undrawn, $43 67
*9
R U M  F O R I)  C O R N E R  C E M E T E R Y  A C C O U N T .
D r.
Appropriated and laised,
Cr.
By paid E. F. Elliott,
Appropriated and raised tor Memorial day services. 
By paid Frank Martin,
Dr.
Cr.
By paid Elisha Pratt, treas., for trustees,
By  paid East Rumford cemetery committee, as 
per vote of town,
By paid for building Isthmus cemetery fence,
D r.
Amt. appropriated and not raised for Hall Hill 
Road,
By  paid M. L. Wyman & Son, undrawn,
Bal. undrawn,
A C C O U N T  A D D I T I O N  TO  V I R G I N I A
H O U SE.
Appropriated and raised,
M
Cr.
By paid bills approved by superintending school 
committee,
Bal. undrawn,
T H U R S T O N  S C H O O L  H O U S E  A C C O U N T .
Dr.
Appropriated and raised,
Cr.
By paid bills approved by  superintending school
committee,
Bal. undrawn,
A D D i T I O N A L  S C H O O L  A C C O M M O D A T I O N S .
D r .
Appropriated and raised,
Cr.
By paid bills approved by superintending school
committee,
Bal. undrawn,
R E P A I R S  O F R O A D S  A N D  B R I D G E S  A C C O U N T .
D r .
appropriated and raised,
undrawn from 1902,
due from James Kerr,  repairs,
due from Jam es Kerr,  for use,
Received from James Kerr,
Isthmus load acct.,
raised at special meeting for
breaking roads,
to pay bills unpaid,
A m t,
♦
2 1
Cr.
By paid bills approved by C. H.
1 V 1 U 1  L i O D l i ,
approved by C. H. Graham,
Bal. undrawn, .
C O M M O N  S C H O O L  A C C O U N T .
D r.
Amt. appropriated and raised,
bal. undraw'n Feb. 16, 1902, 
received from State, 
int. on school fund,
By  paid bills approved by superintending 
school committee,
Bal. undrawn,
R E P A I R S  ON S C H O O L  H O U S E S  A C C O U N T .
D r.
Amt. appropriated and raised,
Cr.
By paid bills approved by superintending school 
committee,
Bal. undrawm,
*
T E X T  B O O K  A C C O U N T
D r.
Amt. appropriated and raised,
iiom Payson Smith, books sold,
Cr.
H I G H  S C H O O L  A C C O U N T
D r.
Amt. appropriated and raised, 
bal. from 1902, 
received from State, 
received for tuition,
C r.
By paid bills approved by superintending school
committee,
Bal. undrawn,
E V E N I N G  S C H O O L  A C C O U N T .
D r .
f i\mt. appropriated and raised, 
undrawn from 1902, 
received for tuition,
w  /  •
B y  paid bills approved by superintending school
committee,
✓
t
Overdrawn,
2 3
Cr
By paid bills approved by superintending school
committee, 16 1  95
Bal. undrawn, $67 80
D IS C O U N T  ON T A X E S  A C C O U N T .
D r.
Amt. appropriated and raised, 2,000 00
Cr.
Discount allowed, 2,620 74
Overdrawn, $620 7^
Financial Standing of the Town.
FEBRUARY 15, 1904.
L i a b i l i t i e s .
Town bonds at 4 per cent, 
Town notes at 5 per cent,
Investec! school fund,
B I L L S  P A Y A B L E .
Selectmen’s salary for 1903, estimated, 
Treasurer ’s salary for 1903,
Town clerk’s salary for 1903,
School committee, salary for 1903,
Total liabilities,
R e s o u r c e s .
Cash in hands of treasurer, 
Uncollected taxes of 1902, 
Uncollected taxes of 1903,
Due from State, pensions paid,
State, porcupine bounty, 
State, care of Benj. Lord,
i9°3-
State, care of Joe Croteau, 
city of Angusta for care of 
Albert LeClair ,
Due from city of Lewiston for care of
[oe Ploude,
State account Supt. ot
schools,
East Livermore for support
of Florida Kenison,
county, rent of municipal
court room,
f. W. Simpson for crushed
rock,
fames H. K err  for use and
repairs on engine,
G. W. Johnson for rent,
town of Milton, cost paid
running town line,
town ot Peru, cost paid
running town line,
town farm furniture and
farming tools,
stone crusher plant. /
Liabilities over resources 
Abatement of taxes 190 1,  
Abatement of taxes 1902, 
Abatement of taxes 1903,
S U M M A R Y  O F O R D E R S  D R A W N  F O R  M U N I C I P A L
Y E A R  O F 1903.
For support of poor, 
small pox,
Ellis river bridge, 
addition to Virginia school 
house,
26
For additional school accommocla-
tions,
evening school,
Carnegie library,
Isthmus cemetery,
Hall hill road,
East Rum ford cemetery,
Rumford Corner cemetery ,
*  '
Memorial day,
miscellaneous expenses,
high schools.
common schools,
repairs of school houses,
text books,
Thurston school house,
Virginia road,
abatement orders,
discount on taxes,
repairs of roads and bridges,
Gentlemen
R u m f o r d , F e b . 15, 1904.
Above you find the recommendations of the selectmen 
for the ensuing year.
R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S .X  V  -A J  V./ J.T.JI J.TJL JL—J  Ju 1 a  JL.
For discount on taxes,
town debt and interest, 
support of poor, 
miscellaneous expenses, 
repairs of roads and bridges, 
permanent roads,
Total,
27
In regard to the recommendation for discount on taxes, 
we ask for more so that the department will not be over­
drawn each year.
2. Town debt and interest this coming year. Two 
thousand dollars’ worth of bonds come due instead of one, 
as in years previous, therefore we recommend more on that 
account.
3. Support of poor. With the paupers on the increase 
from one year to another, we feel that the amount asked 
for is not any too much, but if the town sees fit to buy a 
towrn farm, this amount could be cut down to w’here it 
stood last year and then go further than the amount asked 
for.;
4. Miscellaneous account wras overdrawn a little this 
year and we think the amount asked for this year will be a 
plenty.
5. In regard to repairs on roads, we feel that the 
time has come when we should have permanent roads. In 
the last ten years over sixty thousand dollars have been 
expended on road repairs, and today it is hard to find one 
piece of good road in town. Of this amount over nine 
thousand has been expended in the last year, and mostly 
in the first seven months of the year. A s selectmen we 
feel that wre have done all we could to prevent it. Almost 
every month the road commissioner was warned about 
drawing so much money, and on Sept. 16, 1903, wre wrote 
him the following letter :
R u m f o r d  F a l l s , S e p t . 16, 1903,
M r . C h a r l e s  H. G r a h a m , R u m f o r d  F a l l s ,  M e . ,
D e a r  S i r . — Y o u  a r e  h e r e b y  n o t i f ie d  t h a t  th e  a n n u a l  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  fo r  r o a d s  in t h i s  t o w n  h a s  b e e n  e x p e n d e d  
a n d  y o u  m u st  c e a s e  a ll  l a b o r  on  th e  r o a d s  a n d  n o t  m a k e
V
28
any more expenditures in roads after this date, except 
such as we may direct you later on.
When you see any defects in the roads, that need to 
be repaired, we wish you to notify us at once.
V ery  truly yours,
Y. A. T H U R S T O N ,  ) Selectmen
W. G. M O R S E ,  v o f
S. B. N I L E ,  R um ford.
Therefore we feel that less money be raised for repairs 
and that an equal amount be raised for permanent roads. 
In regard to State roads, will say that the State has raised 
money for State roads and each town by raising $400 for 
State roads gets $200 back, and we recommend that this 
town raise the above amount.
V ery  truly yours,
Y. A. T H U R S T E N ,  s,Icctvun  
W. G. M O R S E ,  ,
) R u m  ford.
T R E A S U R E R ’S R E P O R T
Feb. 13. D r.-
preceding year, $ i
State acct. pensions
paid 1902,
State acct. dog license
refunded,
State acct. Supt. schools
union,
State acct. free high
school,
State acct. sheep killed
by dogs,
State acct. support of
paupers,
State acct. R. R. and
tel. tax 1903, 2
State acct. school fund
and mill tax 1903, 4
City of Augusta acct.
las. Lyden,
Town Presque fsle
acct. A. White,
Interest on school fund
note,
Notes given 5 per
cent, 25
H. L. Elliott, col.,
i 9 OI> 3
To cash from
I'o cash from H. L. Elliott, col.,
1902,
1
F. W. Noyes, col.,
1903, 41
Payson Smith, tuition
to high school,
Payson Smith, tuition
to evening school,
Payson Smith, books
sold,
F. 0 . Eaton, dog
license 1903,
Jas. H. Kerr, use of
boiler and engine,
M. G. Shaw, for side
walk,
Thos. Tighe, license
opera house,
W. W. Saunders, for
bricks,
Douglass &  Shaw,
license pool room,
Metevier & Fisher,
crushed rock,
McGuire, Jones &
Co., for lumber,
W. G. Morse, license
circus,
W. G. Morse, mowing
machine sold,
W. G. Morse, lumber,
Feb. 13 ,  1903. Cr.
By paying two years interest on
Cash
Cong’l society fund, ;
interest on M. E  society
J
fund,
interest on C. A. Kimball
fund,
interest on school fund
note,
interest on notes,
/
notes,
interest on bonds,
bonds,
county tax, 1903,
State tax, 1903,
State dog license, 1903,
pensions, 1903,
bounty on porcupines,
town orders,
hand,
F. B. M A R T I N ,  Treas.
R u m f o r d ,  F e b .  1 3 , 1 9 0 4 .
We hereby certify that we, the undersigned, have care­
fully examined the above account and find it correct and 
there is in the hands of the treasurer seven hundred twenty- 
two dollars and eighty-eight cents.
Y. A. T H U R S T O N ,  \ S ch ‘ t” en 
W. G. M O R S E ,  J
R umford, F e b . 13, 1904.
I hereby certify that I have this day examined the
accounts of P. B. Martin, treasurer of the town of Rum-
»
ford, and find the same correctly cast as stated . That as to 
the item of fifty-two thousand, one hundred seventy-three 
dollars and fifty cents ( $ 5 2 , 17 3 -5 0 )  for oiders paid, I have 
examined each order together with the vouchers on file 
with the selectmen, and find the same to amount to said
# J
sum.
C. W I L B U R  C A R Y ,  Auditor.
Report of the School Committee
To the Citizens of R u m fo rd ;
We herewith submit our annual report for the yeai 
ending Feb. 15, 1904. Following it is the report of the 
superintendent of schools, which we have accepted and 
recommended for your consideration. At the first regular 
meeting held April 3, 1903, the board organized with the 
election of Henry M. Colby, chairman, and Supt. Payson 
Smith, secretary.
The most important event we have to chronicle is the 
change of superintendents, Mr. Payson Smith having left 
us in December, 1903, to accept a more lucrative position 
at Auburn, Maine.
In his resignation we feel that we have lost a tho­
roughly efficient public official and one who had always at 
heart the highest interests of the town. Thoroughly con­
versant with educational matters and possessed of excellent 
judgment and executive ability, Mr. Smith «has been a 
potent factor in making the schools of Rumford favorably 
known among the best in the State.
T o  fill the vacancy, the joint committee elected Mr. 
Samuel A. Burleigh of Vassalboro. Mr. Burleigh is a col­
lege man, and comes to us with a record of several years 
of successful experience in this particular line of work. 
He is recommended by authorities concerning whose integ­
rity and judgment there can be no question. We have 
confidence in his ability to care for the best interests of 
our schools.
Another important task devolving upon your commit­
tee was the erection of the addition to the V irgin ia  school 
house. The building now contains four large, pleasant 
rooms. The new part has been equipped with slate b lack­
boards and adjustable desks. While no money has been 
expended in needless ornamentation, the work has been 
done in a thoroughly substantial manner and your commit­
tee take just pride in the balance remaining from the appro­
priation.
Necessary repairs have been made during the year. 
The most of the school buildings are now in good condi­
tion. Those at Peru Annex and Smith Crossing will re­
quire the most considerable outlay.
It was thought best to move the Center school down 
stairs and substitute a stove in place of the furnace, which 
could not be properly run without the extra expense of 
having a man as janitor. 'The change will also result in a 
great saving in fuel.
Of the amount appropriated last year tor repairs 
$332 .93  was expended for insurance. A larger number of 
policies will expire this year, which, with the insurance 
to be placed on the new building recommended, will re­
quire an appropriation of $600 for insurance alone.
T e x t  B o o k  A c c o u n t .»
The appropriation for books and supplies made last 
year proved insufficient to supply the new rooms at V ir ­
ginia and the extra books called for by the new' course of 
study in the high school. The needs are as yet only par­
tially met. Some of our older text books are so w'orn that
they must be replaced this year. The appropriation we
✓
recommend will be none tco large.
N e w  B u i l d i n g .
We wrish to call attention to that part of the superin­
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tendent’s report bearing upon the crowded condition of 
some of the village schools, the unsatisfactory condition at 
the chapel, and the inability properly to enforce the tru­
ancy laws. No argument is required to convince any, con­
versant with the state of affairs, of. the need of a new build-
‘ n g.
Your committee has had preliminary plans and a 
rough estimate prepared for consideration at the annual 
meeting.
R e c o m m e n d a t io n s .
We recommend the following appropriations for the 
year en su in g :
For common schools, $5,700.
For high schools, $1,800.
For text books and supplies, $1 ,500.
For repairs, $800.
For insurance, $600.
For superintendence, $ 1 , 1 5 0 .
For evening school, $ 100.
For new school building, $10,000.
H E N R Y  M. C O L B Y ,  
S T A N L E Y  B IS  B E E , 
O V I L L E  J. GO N Y  A.
Sch001 Co ni idee.

IReport of Superintendent of Schools.
To the Superintending School :
I have the honor to submit herewith my first annual 
report.
Perhaps no more difficult task confronts the present 
incumbent of the office of superintendent of schools of 
Rumford than that of making a report of the condition 
and needs of our schools. The reason for the foregoing 
statement is very obvious. Personal contact with the 
school work of the town, extending over a period of only 
a few weeks, every day filled with the various responsibili­
ties and duties of the office, has afforded little opportunity 
to realize the conditions, much less to forecast the needs of 
the schools.
1 am sure that it will not be out of place for me at this 
time to pay tribute to the ability of my predecessor, Mr. 
Payson Smith, whose masterly work in the schools renders 
my task at once very easy and very hard— easy in that the 
organization is well nigh perfect in every d e ta i l ; hard in 
that he has established a standard to which it is difficult 
to attain.
You need no reminder from me that Rumford is rapidly 
growing. And in no department is this more noticeable 
than in our schools. The Pettengill building, new less 
than two years ago, is already too small, while several of 
the other village schools are too crowded to permit of sat­
isfactory work.
On the other hand the attendance in the rural schools 
is growing smaller. Last year one school was permanent­
ly discontinued. This  year it will be advisable to discon-
tinue at least two more. As the expense of maintaining 
these small schools is much greater per pupil than that of 
maintaining the village schools, the saving noticeably af­
fects the total per capita cost of the schools of the town.
A wise policy will seek to obtain a strong teaching 
force, as nearly permanent as good salaries will make it; it 
means retention and advancement of teachers for merit 
only; thorough professional supervision; high standards in 
every department. Such a policy 'will seek to provide 
healthful, pleasant surroundings and helpful instructors 
for the young people who spend the greater part of their 
time in school during the years when they are most sus­
ceptible to influence and environment.
The educational system of the country has been pass­
ing through a period of transition. Formerly people looked 
upon education as something the child ought to have, there­
fore must have. Consequently, they sought to force learn­
ing upon him as they would physic by holding his mental 
nose until he was forced to swallow.
In the reaction that has come, the tendency has been 
to permit the teacher to relieve the child of all that was 
difficult or unpleasant, with results scarcely more satisfac­
tory than those obtained under the old regime.
A t t e n d a n c e .
4
Granted that our schools have all that abundant 
means and a wise policy are able to provide by way of 
equipment, there remains one necessary factor, as vital to 
success as it is too often lacking— regular attendance. 
The dislike of the majority of children for regular and per­
sistent labor is natural. And when the child is humored 
by the parent the results are seen in poor attendance and 
poor work. If the absentee were the only sufferer the con­
ditions would not be so serious. But when in a school reg­
istering seven pupils, there are forty-nine half days absence
in a period of two weeks; or in a school registering thirty- 
nine pupils there are one hundred sixteen absences in the 
same period, no teacher can keep the classes together or 
do justice to any, to say nothing of maintaining her own 
enthusiasm or the interest of the pupil. And to still further 
complicate matters the pupils who most need the work are 
nearly always the ones who are most often absent.
In some of the larger cities one or more ungraded 
schools have been established, where the pupils who lag 
behind their classes because of absence are placed with 
those who lag behind because of laziness or wilful neglect 
of school duties. In this way they have special treatment, 
and no longer usurp the time which rightfully belongs to 
the pupils who attend regularly and maintain their stand­
ing ; neither do they try the patience and sap the vitality 
of the entire teaching force. .
I believe one room for mixed grades in our village 
school system would be a benefit not only to the pupils who 
make an honest effort to maintain creditable standing ; but 
if the number in the ungraded room be limited so that in­
dividual work be possible, the result will be even more ben­
eficial to the backward ones.
In Germany these classes include pupils who cannot 
do the required work because of dulness or other natural 
cause, even though they make honest effort. Separation 
for such reasons is undeserved and unjust and should never 
be made.
T r u a n c y .
1'he truancy laws cannot be rigidly enforced at pres­
ent owing to our lack of school accommodations. Conse­
quently many children are in the streets, growing up in 
ignorance, who belong in school. No attempt has been 
made to do more than keep in school those already regis­
tered. In this work considerable difficulty has been met,
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»due to the indifference and even hostile attitude on the 
part of some parents who are so entirely lacking in appre­
ciation of the value of an education that they keep their 
children out of school on the slightest pretext. Others 
plead the excuse that they need the earnings of the chil­
dren to assist in the burden of supporting a numerous fam­
ily. Nor can such people be easily convinced that their 
own argument is all the more reason why the children 
should be in school obtaining such education as will en­
able them to more easily gain a better livelihood than they 
could otherwise do.
The report of the truant officers is given in another 
place.
Virginia S c h o o l .
I’he addition of two rooms at the Virginia school has 
relieved the crowded condition and made possible much 
better work. (he first seven grades can now for the first 
time, receive nearly the same advantages enjoyed by the 
pupils in the village schools.
< i i a i m :l  So n >OL.
The overcrowded condition in the < ha pel si hoot dur­
ing a large part of the year has made necessary a single 
session plan, one division attending in the morning, the 
other in the afternoon. This has entailed^extra labor on 
the teacher and has not been altogether satisfactory in re­
sults. A still more serious problem in this building has 
been to keep the children comfortable. With the present 
equipment for heating, it is impossible in even moderately 
cold weather to warm the floor. I’he children in conse­
quence are compelled to suffer with cold feet. The sani- 
taries are unsuitable. If the building is to continue in use 
for school purposes, a sufficient fund should be appropriat-
4.0
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ed in addition to the rental, to provide a furnace, and 
suitable sanitary arrangements.
E a s t  E l l i s .
This school has failed to maintain the average atten­
dance of eight required by law and cannot be reopened ex­
cept by vote of the town. As the pupils can readily be ac­
comodated at West Ellis or Red Hill such vote would seem 
inexpedient.
A N e w  B u i l d i n g .
With the new Pettengill two years ago and the V ir­
ginia addition last fall, we are again confronted with condi­
tions that render necessary a third new building. At pres­
ent we have an overcrowded condition in the Chapel school 
and in grade three at the Pettengill school. In several 
other rooms there are more pupils than can be properly 
accommodated. Perhaps in no better way can the growth 
of our school population be shown than by the following 
table, compiled from the reports of the State Superintend­
ent of Schools for the years 1898-1902 inclusive. The last 
report is not issued and the figures for 1903 are not avail­
able.
1898 1899 1900 1901 1902
Number of children in town between the ages of 4 and 21.
1025 845 10 17  1208 1 5 1 0
Total number of pupils registered.
730 600 578 661 908
By reference to other parts of this report it will be 
seen that three additional rooms will be needed to accom­
modate the pupils now enrolled in the Chapel and those 
not at present attending any school. Grade IX  should be 
separated from the high school. T h is  will necessitate the- 
displacement of one of the grades in the Chisholm or Pet-
tengill, and the provision of another additional room. I 
therefore recommend the erection during the coming sum­
mer of a new four room building.
Co s t  o f  M a i n t a i n i n g  S c h o o l s . »
I do not think any question is raised or dissatisfaction 
felt concerning the amounts expended by Rumford in re­
cent years for educational purposes. But it may be of in­
terest to compare the per capita cost, both with what Rum­
ford has heretofore expended during a term of years and 
with the amounts expended by other cities and towns in 
Maine during the same time.
1898 1899 [900 1901 1902
Rumford
$2.63 $4 .14  $3.44 $3.48 $ 3 . 1 1
Number of cities and towns in Maine appropriating more 
per pupil than Rumford,
293 78 16 1 169 269
H i g h  S c h o o l s .
The Rumford Falls High School commenced the pres­
ent school year with a new corp of teachers throughout.
The principal, Mr. B. M. ( lough, is a graduate of 
Bowdoin and comes to us with three years of very success­
ful teaching. His specialties are science and English.
Miss Mabel Richmond, Bates ’02, modern languages, 
algebra. w
Miss Vivian H. Taber, Boston University ’02, Latin 
and English, and grade 9.
Mr. L. M. Price, sub master during the fall term, was 
succeeded by Mr. P. O. Coffin, Bowdoin, ’03. His depart­
ments are History and Greek.
That the present teaching force is efficient is attested 
by the entire absence of friction between teacher and pup­
ils and by the quality of the work being performed.
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There is a need in the high school of today of a 
practical commercial course. This may not be so exten- 
sive as that pursued by business colleges, but it should 
furnish thorough training in penmanship, commercial 
arithmetic, commercial law and bookkeeping. The re­
moval of grade 9 from the high school will provide the 
necessary room and teacher.
Appended to my report will be found the report of the 
principal of the high school. In his report will be found 
recommendations for additional equipment for the physical 
laboratory. For the reasons stated, which it is unnecessary 
for me to repeat here, I would recommend that the appro­
priation be made.
The Rumford Point school has also experienced a 
change of teachers, Miss Emma E. Miller resigning at the 
close of the fall term. Her successor, Miss Elsie G. Reid is a 
graduate of Colby. A class of six will probably graduate from 
this school this spring, leaving but five pupils. It would 
be advisable to close the school at the end of the present 
school year.
E v e n i n g  S c h o o l .
The evening school has been discontinued temporarily 
through lack of lighting facilities. Numerous requests 
have been made for its continuance and I feel that enough 
good will result to make this desirable at an early date. I f  
the course were enlarged to include bookkeeping and busi­
ness training, more students would be accommodated. A 
tuition fee sufficient to defray the cost of supplies, etc., 
would relieve the town of any additional expense.
T e x t  B o o k s .
The text book account shows a deficit of $72.34. 
1'his is due in part to the increase in pupils, in part to
tinue at least two more. As the expense of maintaining 
these small schools is much greater per pupil than that of 
maintaining the village schools, the saving noticeably af­
fects the total per capita cost of the schools of the town.
A wise policy will seek to obtain a strong teaching 
force, as nearly permanent as good salaries will make it; it 
means retention and advancement of teachers for merit 
only; thorough professional supervision; high standards in 
every department. Such a policy will seek to provide 
healthful, pleasant surroundings and helpful instructors 
for the young people who spend the greater part of their, 
time in school during the years when they are most sus­
ceptible to influence and environment.
The educational system of the country has been pass­
ing through a period of transition. Formerly people looked 
upon education as something the child ought to have, there­
fore must have. ( onsequently, they sought to force learn­
ing upon him as they would physic by holding his mental 
nose until he was forced to swallow.
In the reaction that has come, the tendency has been 
to permit the teacher to relieve the child of all that was 
difficult or unpleasant, with results scarcely more satisfac­
tory than those obtained under the old regime.
Art KNDANCk.
Granted that our schools have all that abundant 
means and a wise policy are able to provide by way of 
equipment, there remains one necessary factor, as vital to 
success as it is too often lacking— regular attendance. 
The dislike of the majority of children for regular and per­
sistent labor is natural. And when the child is humored 
by the parent the results are seen in poor attendance and 
poor work. If the absentee were the only sufferer the con­
ditions would not be so serious. But when in a school reg­
istering seven pupils, there are forty-nine half days absence
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in a period of two weeks; or in a school registering thirty- 
nine pupils there are one hundred sixteen absences in the 
same period, no teacher can keep the classes together or 
do justice to any, to say nothing of maintaining her own 
enthusiasm or the interest of the pupil. And to still further 
complicate matters the pupils who most need the work are 
nearly always the ones who are most often absent.
In some of the larger cities one or more ungraded 
schools have been established, where the pupils who lag 
behind their classes because of absence are placed with 
those who lag behind because of laziness or wilful neglect 
of school duties. In this way they have special treatment, 
and no longer usurp the time which rightfully belongs to 
the pupils who attend regularly and maintain their stand­
ing ; neither do they try the patience and sap the vitality 
of the entire teaching force.
I believe one room for mixed grades in our village 
school system would be a benefit not only to the pupils who 
make an honest effort to maintain creditable standing ; but 
if the number in the ungraded room be limited so that in­
dividual work be possible, the result will be even more ben­
eficial to the backward ones.
In Germany these classes include pupils who cannot 
do the required work because of dulness or other natural 
cause, even though they make honest effort. Separation 
for such reasons is undeserved and unjust and should never 
be made.
Tr u a n c y .
The truancy laws cannot be rigidly enforced at pres­
ent owing to our lack of school accommodations. Conse­
quently many children are in the streets, growing up in 
ignorance, who belong in school. No attempt has been 
made to do more than keep in school those already regis­
tered. In this work considerable difficulty has been met,
tinue at least two more. As the expense of maintaining 
these small schools is much greater per pupil than that of 
maintaining the village schools, the saving noticeably af­
fects the total per capita cost of the schools of the town.
A  wise policy will seek to obtain a strong teaching 
force, as nearly permanent as good salaries will make it; it 
means retention and advancement of teachers for merit 
only; thorough professional supervision; high standards in 
every department. Such a policy will seek to provide 
healthful, pleasant surroundings and helpful instructors 
for the young people who spend the greater part of their 
time in school during the years when they are most sus­
ceptible to influence and environment.
The educational system of the country has been pass­
ing through a period of transition. Form erly people looked 
upon education as something the child ought to have, there­
fore must have. Consequently, they sought to force learn­
ing upon him as they would physic by holding his mental 
nose until he was forced to swallow.
In the reaction that has come, the tendency has been 
to permit the teacher to lelieve the child of all that w'as 
difficult or unpleasant, with results scarcely more satisfac-
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tory than those obtained under the old regime.
A t t e n d a n c e .
Granted that our schools have all that abundant 
means and a wise policy are able to provide by way of 
equipment, there remains one necessary factor, as vital to 
success as it is too often lacking— regular attendance. 
The dislike of the majority of children tor regular and per­
sistent labor is natural. And when the child is humored 
by the parent the results are seen in poor attendance and 
poor w'ork. I f  the absentee wrere the only sufferer the con­
ditions would not be so serious. But when in a school reg­
istering seven pupils, there are forty-nine half days absence
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in a period of two weeks; or in a school registering thirty- 
nine pupils there are one hundred sixteen absences in the 
same period, no teacher can keep the classes together or 
do justice to any, to say nothing of maintaining her own 
enthusiasm or the interest of the pupil. And to still further 
complicate matters the pupils who most need the work are 
nearly always the ones who are most often absent.
In some of the larger cities one or more ungraded 
schools have been established, where the pupils who lag 
behind their classes because of absence are placed with 
those who lag behind because of laziness or wilful neglect 
of school duties. In this way they have special treatment, 
and no longer usurp the time which rightfully belongs to 
the pupils who attend regularly and maintain their stand­
ing ; neither do they try the patience and sap the vitality 
of the entire teaching force. 4
I believe one room for mixed grades in our village 
school system would be a benefit not only to the pupils w'ho 
make an honest effort to maintain creditable standing ; but 
if the number in the ungraded room be limited so that in­
dividual work be possible, the result will be even more ben­
eficial to the backward ones.
In Germany these classes include pupils who cannot 
do the required work because of dulness or other natural 
cause, even though they make honest effort. Separation 
for such reasons is undeserved and unjust and should never 
be made.
T r u a n c y .
The truancy laws cannot be rigidly enforced at pres­
ent ow ing to our lack of school accommodations. Conse­
quently many children are in the streets, growing up in 
ignorance, who belong in school. No attempt has been 
made to do more than keep in school those already regis­
tered. In this work considerable difficulty has been met,
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due to the indifference and even hostile attitude on the 
part of some parents who are so entirely lacking in appre­
ciation of the value of an education that they keep their 
children out of school on the slightest pretext. Others 
plead the excuse that they need the earnings of the chil­
dren to assist in the burden of supporting a numerous tarn-
I
ily. Nor can such people be easily convinced that their 
own argument is all the 'more reason w hy the children 
should be in school obtaining such education as will en­
able them to more easily gain a better livelihood than the) 
could otherwise do.
The report of the truant officers is given in another
V i r g i n i a  S c h o o l .
The addition of two rooms at the V irg in ia  school has 
relieved the c rowded condition and made possible much 
better work. The hist seven grades can now for the first 
time, receive nearly the same advantages enjoyed by the 
pupils in the village schools.
C h a p e l  S c h o o l .
The overcrowded condition in the Chapel school dur­
ing a large part of the year has made necessary a single 
session plan, one division attending in the morning, the 
othei in the afternoon This has entailed extra labor on 
the teacher and has not been altogether satisfactory in re­
sults. A  still more serious problem in this building has 
been to keep the children comfortable. With the present 
equipment for heating, it is impossible in even moderately 
cold weather to warm the floor. The children in conse­
quence are compelled to suffer with cold feet. The sani- 
taries are unsuitable. I f  the building is to continue in use 
for school purposes, a sufficient fund should be appropriat­
4i
ed in addition to the rental, to provide a furnace, and 
suitable sanitary arrangements.
E a s t  E l l i s .
This school has failed to maintain the aveiage  atten­
dance of eight required by law and cannot be reopened ex­
cept by vote of the town. As the pupils can readily be ac­
comodated at West Ellis or Red Hill such vote would seem
Jt
inexpedient.
A N e w  B u i l d i n g .
With the new Pettengill two years ago and the V ir ­
ginia addition last fall, we are again confronted w ith condi­
tions that render necessary a third new' building. At pres­
ent we have an overcrowded condition in the Chapel school 
and 111 grade three at the Pettengill school. In several 
other rooms there are more pupils than can be properly 
accommodated. Perhaps in no better way can the growth 
of our school population be shown than by the following 
table, compiled from the reports of the State Superintend­
ent of Schools for the years 1898-1902 inclusive. The last 
report is not issued and the figures foi 1903 are not avail­
able.
1898 1899 1900 190 1 1902
Number of children in town between the ages of 4 and
1025 845 10 17 1208 1 ;  10
1'otal number of pupils registered.
730 600 578 661 908
B y  reference to other parts of this report it will be 
seen that three additional rooms will be needed to accom­
modate the pupils now enrolled in the Chapel and those 
not at present attending any school. Grade IX  should be 
separated from the high school. This w ill necessitate the- 
displacement of one of the grades in the Chisholm or Pet-
tengill, and the provision of another additional room. I 
therefore recommend the erection during the coming sum­
mer of a new four room building.
A
C o s t  o f . M a i n t a i n i n g  S c h o o l s . >
I do not think any question is raised or dissatisfaction 
lelt concerning the amounts expended by Rumford in re­
cent years for educational purposes. But it may be of in­
terest to compare the pei capita cost, both with what Rum ­
ford has heretofore expended during a term of years and 
with the amounts expended by other cities and towns in 
Maine during the same time.
1898 1899 1900 • 190 1 1902
Rumford
$2.63 $4 .14  $3.44 $3.48 S3-1 1
Number of cities and towns in Maine appropriating more 
per pupil than Rumford,
293 78 16 1  169 269
H i g h  S c h o o l s .
1'he Rumford Falls  High School commenced the pres- 
ent school year w ith a new corp of teachers throughout.
The principal, Mr. B. M. Clough, is a graduate of 
Bowcloin and comes to us w ith three years of very success­
ful teaching. His specialties are science and English.
Miss Mabel Richmond, Bates '02, modern languages, 
algebra.
Miss V iv ian  H. Faber, Boston University ’02, Latin  
and English, and grade 9.
Mr. L. M. Price, sub master during the fall term, was 
succeeded by Mr. P. O. Coffin, Bowdoin, ’03. His depart­
ments are H istory and Greek.
That the present teaching force is efficient is attested 
by the entire absence of friction between teacher and pup­
ils and by the quality of the work being performed.
There is a need in the high school of today of a
practical commercial course. This may not be so exten-
•»
sive as that pursued by business colleges, but it should 
furnish thorough training in penmanship, commercial 
arithmetic, commercial law and bookkeeping. I'he re­
moval of grade 9 from the high school will provide the 
necessary room and teacher.
Appended to my report will be found the report of the 
principal of the high school. In his report will be found 
recommendations for additional equipment for the physical 
laboratory. For the reasons stated, which it is unnecessary 
for me to repeat here, I would recommend that the appro­
priation be made.
The Rumford Point school has also experienced a 
change of teachers, Miss Emma E. Miller resigning at the 
close of the fall term. Her successor, Miss Elsie G. Reid is a 
graduate of Colby. A class of six will probably graduate from 
this school this spring, leaving but five pupils. It would 
be advisable to close the school at the end of the present 
school year.
E v e n i n g  S c h o o l .
The evening school has been discontinued temporarily 
through lack of lighting facilities. Numerous requests 
have been made for its continuance and I feel that enough 
good will result to make this desirable at an early date. If 
the course were enlarged to include bookkeeping and busi­
ness training, more students would be accommodated. A 
tuition fee sufficient to defray the cost of supplies, etc., 
would relieve the town of any additional expense.
T e x t  B o o k s .
The text book account shows a deficit of $72.34. 
This is due in part to the increase in pupils, in part to
4 4
changes made this year in the course of study pursued by 
the high school. T he  same causes, together with the fact 
that some text books which have been in the schools a long 
time are so worn as to be entirely unfit for further service, 
will render necessary an appropriation considerably larger 
than that of last year.
9
M a n u a l  T r a i n i n g .
In a time when a large majority of the citizens gain 
their livelihood by manual labor, manual training ought to 
have a place in the schools. The amount of importance it 
will have in the course will depend to quite a large extent 
upon the financial ability of the city or town to provide 
necessary apparatus. if  an extended course is given, ex­
pensive machinery and experts who have special fitness . 
and training for teaching are required.
It by no means follows that since a town cannot have 
a complete course, less would be of no value.
There are a good many pupils, boys particularly, who 
when they arrive at the age of the upper grammar grades 
become restless and possessed of the feeling that they 
ought to be learning a useful trade. It  requires a constant 
effort on the part of parents and teachers to keep such in 
school and the results of such forced education are often 
deplorably small.
Now, if during these years we can give regular in­
struction even in wood work and the use of simple carpen­
ter tools we will gain three distinct advantages which 1 
will name in the order of their importance.
1. The boys will acquire sufficient skill to enable 
them to do considerable work which they would otherwise 
be obliged to depend upon others to do for them.
2. T h ey  will have opportunity to apply the principles 
of arithmetic and drawing while they are pursuing those
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studies. This will create stronger interest because the pu­
pils sec from immediate results the practical utility.
3. In many a boy will be awakened a love for mak­
ing things useful or ornamental. Stimulated by what he 
learns in the school shops he will go home and apply him­
self to useful employment when otherwise he would be 
spending his time on the streets in idle and often vicious 
company.
Good results could be obtained from a course which 
would give the boys of the eighth and ninth grades two 
hours per week of shop practice. Allowing two divisions 
of each grade, an instructor would be needed eight hours a 
week. The expenses for a year would be as follows :
Equipment, $50 00
Lumber, 50 00
Instruction, 75 00
Total, $ I 75 00
Later, cooking and sewing classes for the girls of the 
upper grammar grades would be desirable. But at this 
time I feel that the needs of manual training for boys is 
more urgent.
S c h o o l  L e a g u e s .
I'he work done by the Improvement Leagues, during 
the past year has been noticeable, not only for the results 
shown in more pleasant school environment, but for the far 
more important influence the training in culture and in 
care of property exerts over the lives of the children.
The village schools, from the proceeds of the Art 
Exhibit held last November obtained seven large pict­
ures, which go to the rooms which sold the largest number 
of tickets to the exhibit.
M any of the schools are now well supplied with pict­
ures and are now giving attention to forming libraries.
~  *v3w.
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These will be especially helpful in the higher grades and in 
the rural schools, providing reference books, now consider­
ed almost a necessity in teaching history, geography and 
kindred subjects.
T e a c h e r s ’ M e e t i n g s .
Teachers meetings have been held monthly with one 
all day session each term. Most of the teachers show 
their appreciation of the value of these meetings by regu­
lar attendance and a willingness to take part. The ad ­
dresses given from time to time by prominent edu­
cators, including representatives from our normal and 
training schools, have been warm ly appreciated and have
added much to the interest and value of the meetings.
*
P a r e n t s ’ M e e t i n g .
The superintendent contemplates the introduction of 
a series of what may be known as Parents’ Meetings. 'The 
idea is not original, such meetings being held in other 
places with excellent results. The plan is to arrange pro­
grams in which pupil, teacher and citizen shall each have 
a part. The object is to bring the school and the home in 
closer touch, enabling parent and teacher each to better 
watch the child ’s development from the view point of the 
other, with the belief that each may stimulate and supple­
ment the work of the other in a larger degree than has 
heretofore obtained.
V i s i t i n g  D a y .
While there can be no question concerning the value 
of the Teachers ’ M eetings it is also a great incentive to 
better work for the teachers to visit other schools and 
study the methods employed by other teachers. T h is  is
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especially true of the teachers in rural schools who have not 
the advantages of normal training. As this can only be 
done when schools are in session, I would recommend that 
one or two days be given each year during the early part 
of the fall term for a Visiting Day, that the teachers may 
visit such schools as are designated by the Superintendent.
P e d a g o g i c a l  L i b r a r y .
The successful teacher must be a constant student. 
In recognition of this fact and to enable our teachers to 
have access to a variety of standard works on Pedagogy a 
few books have been placed in the Superintendent’s office. 
These are to be loaned to the teachers and it is hoped that 
systematic courses of professional reading will render the 
work of the teacher in the school room less difficult and 
more productive of results.
Following are the titles of the books already obtained.
I would recommend that a small sum be expended each 
year in adding to the number.
History of Education, Seely.
School Management, Raub.
The Philosophy of Teaching. Tompkins.
School Management, Tompkins.
Principles of Education, MacVicar.
Political Economy, Thompson.
Course of Study and Methods of Teaching. Prince.
Short Courses of Reading, Winchester.
Nature Study and Life, Hodge.
Historic Pilgrimages in New England, Bacon.
Secrets of the Woods, Long.
Wilderness Ways, Long.
Wood Folks at School, ' Long.
Ways of Wood Folk, Long.
P r o f e s s i o n a l  R e a d i n g .
One of the blanks which the teachers have been asked 
to till out for the office contained the following questions:
1. T o  what Educational Journals are you at present 
a subscriber.
2. Do you read any others regularly ? I f  so, w'hat ?
3. T o  w'hat newspapers and magazines are you a sub­
scriber ?
4. What others do you read regularly ?
5. What Pedagogical books have-you?
6. What Pedagogical books are you reading ?
7. Are you following a definite outlined plan in your 
reading ?
8. Do you plan your school work in detail and make 
an outline of same at least one week in advance of the 
time it is to be taken up in the school room 5
9. Do you make daily preparation for each exercise,
so that you know in the morning just how you intend to 
teach each lesson ?
The replies to questions showed that five are not sub­
scribers to any professional jo u rn a l ; seven take one regu­
larly ; four have tw o, three have three; and two take four.
The answers to question two showed that of the five who 
are not subscribers two read one or more educational papers 
quite regularly.
It  is universally conceded that to be a successful 
teacher, in the broadest meaning of the term, one must be 
well informed in current literature. The third question 
showed that while seven are subscribers, all regularly read 
one or more newspapers or magazines. Eleven read daily 
p a p e rs ; seven have weekly p a p e rs ; one has neither.
Questions five, six and seven biought out the facts 
that ten have no pedagogical books ; two have one ; four 
have two ; two have four , three have five or more. Six are
reading pedagogical books, two are following a definite 
plan in reading.
The eighth cjuestion was answered 111 the affirmative 
by five ; the ninth by fifteen.
C O N C L U S IO N .
In giving expression to the following statements I 
would not be interpreted as criticising present conditions 
in the schools under my charge. M y principal reason tor 
making these statements at this time is to enable the people 
of Rumford to clearly understand my attitude toward some 
of the problems which are now being discussed in edu­
cational circles.
T h e  F o u r  R s .
In the present tendency to introduce so much into the 
curriculum of our common schools there is danger of losing 
sight of the relative importance of the different studies 
pursued and of permitting some of vital importance to be 
to a certain extent crowded out by others of less value.
A distinguished English educator who recently visited 
this country for the purpose of making a study of the 
American educational system, was very outspoken in com­
mendation of the noticeable presence in our schools of 
what he termed the fourth “ R ” — Reason.
Reading.
1 believe in the prime importance of the tour R ’s. 
There is a time for the study of history and geography, 
and while I believe firmly 111 the correlation of studies, and 
while the leading exercise is primarily for the culture of 
the mind and voice, by stimulating a love for the best and 
purest literature, it may enrich and enoble the whole life. 
These results can be better obtained by study and drill
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upon such masterpieces as tend to awaken in the youth 
feelings ol patriotism and high ambition than by the use 
of a large amount of supplementary reading, the chief 
recommendation for which is that it provides useful infor­
mation in an attractive form.
Writing.1
Possibly a few children can never acquire a giaceful 
or even symmetrical style of hand writing. But in the 
great majority of cases, the graduation of so many poor 
penmen from our common schools is due to three things.
1. Failure on the part of the teacher to realize the 
value of this study.
2. Inability  to teach penmanship.
3. Requiring the child to give attention to position,
manner of holding pen, and to careful practice for live
or ten minutes three times or even five times a week; and
permitting him to do the great amount of written work that
is now required in different studies in a hasty and careless
fashion.
*
Arithmetic.
In the study of Arithmetic less time may with profit 
be given to non-essentials and much more emphasis be 
placed upon mental drill. It is pretty generally admitted 
to be an error to place the study of arithmetic so early in 
the course, that the time may be spent with more profit up­
on reading; and that the child w ho commences the study 
of technical arithmetic later will show better results not
A
only in the reading but in the arithmetic.
Reason.
After all, the Englishm an’s fourth “  R  ”  is more 
impoitant than any or all the others. It is to be expected
in the schools of a country which is looked up to by every 
other nation, as it is necessary in a republic which is to 
permanently maintain its integrity, that the development 
of the power of reason will have a foremost place in. the 
course of study from the time the child first enters school 
until he graduates from the University.
I
A  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P o l i c y .
There is no department of public service where prac-
*
tical common sense and good judgment are more needed 
than in the management of the public schools. There is 
no place for fads or sudden innovations.
I would not be interpreted as meaning that no changes 
are necessary and beneficial. But they should be made 
only after mature deliberation and study of conditions.
I come to you a stranger, to assume grave responsi­
bilities. 1 realize that not alone your committee but all 
citizens interested in the schools are awaiting with interest 
and not without some anxiety the effect of the change in 
this most important position in your educational system.
I realize the honor you have conferred upon me and
the confidence you have placed in me. I shall do all in
my power to show myself worthy that honor and confi­
dence. 1 appreciate the cordial support I have already
received at the hands of your committee, the teachers and
citizens and bespeak the continuance of the same as long
as I may prove faithful to my trust.
S u m m a r y  o f  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .
1. That a new four-room school building be erected 
for the further accommodation of the grades.
2. That the ninth grade be removed from the high 
school.
3. That a commercial course be added to the high 
school.
5 1
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4. rhat a manual training course be added for the 
upper grammar grades.
5. i'hat an ungraded school be established for the 
accommodation of pupils who fail to maintain their stand­
ing in the grades because of unnecessary irregularity of at­
tendance or wilful neglect of school duties.
S A M U E L  A. B U R L E I G H .
Rumford Falls, Maine, Feb. 15, 1904.
High School
R u m f o r d  F a l l s , M e ., F e b . i i , 1 9 0 4 .
M r. Sam uel A . Burleigh, Superintendent Schools
I have the honor to submit to you a report of the 
Rumford Falls high school for the fiscal y e a r :
The present high school building was erected a little 
more than ten years ago, when the village of Rumford 
Falls was in its infancy, and the school population less 
than one-fourth what it is today. It  was not then expected 
that the high school would exceed forty-five pupils and 
the largest room was planned for that number. Now the 
school numbers sixty-one, and two of the grade rooms and 
a coat room have been refitted and are used for high school 
purposes. These were well suited to the work for which 
they were intended but are not adapted to that for which 
they are now used. \ have mentioned these facts to call 
attention to a great need, one which, I hope, will receive 
consideration so that in the near future the high school, 
which should be the goal of every boy and girl, shall have 
a home of which all may be justly proud. I would not, 
however, urge this in precedence to more pressing demands 
in other departments.
In order to send our graduates to two of the Maine 
colleges and many other leading ones of New England, it 
has been necessary to meet the requirements of the New 
England College Entrance Certificate Board. To do this 
and meet the increased demands for a broader educational 
training, the course of study has been thoroughly revised.
5 4
Instead of the old parallel courses in which nearly all of 
the subjects were required, we have a broader course in 
which the most essential w'ork is required and the rest elec­
tive, each pupil being required to select a stated number of 
subjects each year. Upon the completion of a course, a 
credit of a fixed number of points is given, a total of 
thirty-two being required for graduation. T h is  arrange­
ment has proved very satisfactory in many of the larger 
cities of our State and is now being adopted in nearly a lL  
places where the best school systems are maintained.
With the broadening of the course of study came a de-
I
mand for a larger teaching force and as the grades wrere 
very crowded, an additional teacher was engaged who has 
given half her time to the high school and half to grade 
nine, w'hich was transferred to the sub-master’s room, the 
fourth teacher using the remodelled coat room. Phis has 
been successful only as a substitute lor something even less 
satisfactory. With the increased number in the high 
school and the much broader course of study, the teachers 
have found their work verv crowded. Some of the courses
J
w hich ought to have come three or four times a wreek have 
necessarily been cut to tw o or three. For grade nine, also, 
this is not very satisfactory. They need much more atten­
tion than it has been possible to give them. Therefore, for 
the best interests of all, it is hoped that when the pressure 
is relieved in the grades, the high school teachers may 
have all of their time for high school work. Last  spring 
a class of six was graduated. This spring there will be a 
class of thirteen. Of last year ’s class, two are pursuing ad­
vanced study, one in Shaw ’s Business College, Portland, 
Me., and one in Ville Marie Convent, Canada. Of this 
year's class, six intend to continue school work, one in C ol­
by, one in U niversity  of Maine, one in Bates, one in Cas- 
tine Normal School and two have not decided upon a col- 
lege.
The chemistry laboratory is very well equipped but there 
is scarcely anything for physics. In order to meet the col­
lege requirements and the needs of those who will not en­
ter college, more apparatus is needed. The courses of the 
Maine colleges call for an outlay of $60.00. We have a 
few things and I think $50.00 will purchase what will be 
absolutely required in addition.
The following table, showing the number of pupils 
pursuing the several branches of study may be of interest.
Number of Pupils Pursuing the Several Branches of S tudy  
in the High School, February 1904.
SUBJECTS.
--
--
-—
—
E n g lish .............................................
Latin .................... .. ................
French .................................
G e r m a n ...........................................
A lge b r a ..........................................
G eometry ........................................
Commercial G eography ...........
Botany .............................................
C hemistry ......................................
Political E c o n o m y ......................
H istory .................................... ..
Teachers ’ 'T ra in in g ....................
Astronom y...............................
D raw in g .............................  . . . .
In closing, I wish to assure you that my associate 
teachers have been untiring in their efforts and to them 
is largely due the success of the school.
I wish also to express to you and through you to the 
School Committee and citizens, my gratitude for the kind­
ly advice, assistance and support given me during the year 
now closing.
Respectfully submitted,
B. M. C L O U G H ,  Principal
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Report of the Supervisor of Drawing and Music.
To M r. S a m u el A . B u rle ig h , Superintendent :
The aim of all our teaching should be “ to the making 
of broad-minded and noble men and women,” and any sub­
ject taught should be a means to that end.
The instruction of drawing in our public schools, is 
not the making of artists, 01 merely to see which scholar 
can get the most beautiful drawing sheets, but it is a train­
ing of the brain, eye and hand, to learn to see things, to 
express what one sees, and to train the hand to obey the 
mind.
E very  child has some creative ability , we try to devel- 
ope this power to be of use to him in his future years, to 
train the tank and tile to make the most of themselves and 
those around them.
1'he training in drawing should be correlated with the 
nature study, writing, language, geogiaphv, mathematics 
and literature.
The outline of work for the past year has been similar 
to the work of the preceding year.
The results show an improvement over last year ’s 
work, in ability to see understandingly, skill in expressing 
their ideas, and in the order and neatness of their work.
T he  study in the tall was from nature, flowers, fruits, 
vegetables and simple la n d sc a p e s , this was followed by 
drawing still life, objects drawn singly and in groujis; per­
spective drawing and some drawing from different poses 
have been taken lately.
In the high school the w'oik has been mechanical 
drawing.
Media employed this year have been pencil, ink, colored 
crayon, and some water color.
About every month we have teachers’ meetings , the 
work for the ensuing weeks is gone over. At some of 
these meetings examples of the work are exhibited, so the 
teachers of the town can see what their fellow-workers are 
doing.
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  S u p e r v i s o r  o f  M u s i c .
The work in music throughout the town is bettei this 
year than last, owing to the better foundation gained by 
the younger children.
Fhere are fewer monotones in the different rooms and 
schools.
In the primary giades the children read by sight, even 
in the first grade ; this work is taken with the rote songs, 
their work has been improved in time, tone and reading.
V ery  simple two-part music has been taken in the pri­
mary grades, beginning with the second grade.
The grammar grades sing two and three-part music.
Some supplementary work has been used in addition 
to the singing book used in the grades and out of town, 
schools.
Respectfully submitted,
F R A N C E S  M. W ILSO N .
✓
Supervisor of Drawing and Music.
Report of Truant Officers.
t
M r. S a m u e l  A. B u r l e i g h , Superintendent.
Herewith is a report of the cases investigated by your
truant officers for the year ending Feb. 15, 1904.
Whole number investigated, 1x9
Number of boys, 79
Number of girls, 40
Seven years of age, 15
Eight “  “  1 1
Nine “  “  8
Ten “  “  13
Eleven “  “  14
Tw elve “  “  21
Thirteen “  “  13
Fourteen “  “  24
Reasons given for absence were as follows:
Sickness, 42
Work in mills, 4
Work at home, 20
No suitable clothing, 16
Truant without knowledge of parents, 4
Removed to other localities, . 9
Failure to locate, o
/Attending French school. o
No reason assigned, 24
F. F. H O W A R D ,
F. A. E L L I O T T ,
Truant Officers.
Feb. 15, 1904.
/Financial Statement of Superintendent of Schools 
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For the Year Ending Feb. 19, 1904.
A. M. Goddard,
Rose Matthieu,
E. B. Farrington, 
Gertrude B. Sands, 
Anna O. Farnum, 
Frances M. Wilson, 
Luna Abbott, 
Harriet S. Mitchell, 
Sadie B. Colcord, 
Nancy Rankin,
S. A. Thompson, 
Lilia E. Curtis,
Ethel W. Russell, 
Annie G. Foley, 
Alice Farrar, 
Catharine E. Crowe, 
Alice B. Moulton,
W. S. Sessions,
Grace A. Morse, 
Agnes M. Bearce,
A. E. Ireland,
Nancy Rankin,
M. J. Babb, janitor, 
J. H. M cKeeman, fuel,
I T E M S  O F E X P E N D I T U R E ,  C O M M O N  S C H O O L
A C C O U N T .
teaching,
Bills approved Mar. 6, 1903.
6o
J. N. Welch, fuel
J. R. Welch,
O. Wyman &  Son, “
P. &. R. F. Ry., “
A. R. Wright Co.,
E. D. Thompson, “
S. L. Moody, conveyance,
Bills approved Apr. 3, 1903. 
Addie E. Ireland, teaching, 
Agnes M. Bearce, “
Gertrude B. Sands, “
Grace A. Morse, “
Rose Matthieu, “
N ancy Rankin, “
Harriet S. Mitchell, “
L i l la E. Curtis, “
E. B. Farrington, “
E. W. Russell,
Catherine E. Crowe, “
Nancy Rankin, “
lola A. Walker, “
A nna O. Farnum, “
S. A. Thompson, “
Ina Silver, . “
Annette M. Goddard, “
Fannie M. Norton, “
Annie G. Foley, “
Alice Farrar, “
Frances M. Wilson, “
Sadie B. Colcord, “
Grace A. Morse, janitor, 
Sadie B. Colcord, “
M. J. Babb, “
A. J. Marble, “
Robert Armberg, “
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C. W. Lapham, janitor,
John Wilsen, U
H arry  Cook, a
Carroll Hammond, u
F. I). Anderson, tuel
Geo. M. Elliott, a
F. j. Graham, a
D. K . Elliott, a
Bills approved May i, 1903.
Gertrude B. Sands, teaching,
Susie P. Virgin, a
Frances M. Wilson, a
Addie E. Ireland, 
Agnes M. Bearce,
a
a
Annie G. Foley, a
M ary W. Abbott, a
Alice B. Moulton, *  “
Grace Percy, a
Rose A. Matthieu, a
Alice Farrar, a
Annie M. Chadbourne, a
Marion K , Dunham, a '
Ethel W. Russell, a
Annette M. Goddard, a
Nancy Rankin, a
Sadie B. Colcord, a
Lilia  E. Curtis, a
S. A. Thompson, a
lola A. Walker, a
Nancy Rankin, a
Anna 0 . Farnum, a
Harriet S. Mitchell, a
M. J. Babb, janitor,
H. M. Colby, fuel,
Quincy Coolidge, a
Bills approved June 5, 1903.
Grace Percy,
Grace A. Morse,
Frances M. Wilson,
Luna Abbott,
Harriet S. Mitchell,
N ancy Rankin,
S. A. Thompson,
Anna 0 . Farnum,
Addie E. Ireland,
Agnes M. Bearce,
Annette M. Goddard,
L 111 a E. Curtis,
N ancy Rankin,
Inez E. Blanchard,
E. W. Russell,
M ary  W. Abbott,
lola A. Walker,
Gertrude B. Sands,
Rose Matthieu,
Annie G. Foley,
Annie M. Chadbourne,
Ina M. Silver,
Alice Farrar,
Susie P. Virgin,
Marion K. Dunham,
Sadie B. Colcord,
M. J. Babb,
U. S. Sessions,
b H. M cKeem an,
M ary W. Abbott,
Annie G. Foley,
Annie M. Chadbourne,
*
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Inez E. Blanchard,
Nancy L. Rankin,
Sadie B. Colcord,
Ina M. Silver,
Susie P. Virgin,
Grace Percy,
Grace A. Morse,
Frances M. Wilson,
Ethel W. Russell,
Alice B. Moulton,
Harriet B. Silver,
M ary W. Abbott,
Annie G. Foley,
Susie P. Virgin,
Grace Percy,
V. W. Lap ham,
G. P. Hoyt,
Mrs. D. A. Merrill,
M. J. Babb,
Zilpha Thompson,
C. M. Titcomb,
Jos. Gauthier,
R. F. L. P. W. Co.,
A. G. Goddard,
C. F. Goodwin,
Inez E. Blanchard,
Lawrence Ring,
Geo. E. Thomas,
Otis Wyman,
C. H. Tripp,
Robert Armberg,
Sena Glover, janitor,
Bills approved Oct. 4, 1903.
E. E. Miller,
V iv ian  H. Faber,
Sadie B. Colcord,
Ina M. Silver,
Ethel W. Russell,
Anna O. Farnum, 
Annie M. Chadbourne, 
Frances M. Wilson, 
Rose Matthieu,
Susie P. Virgin, 
Gertrude B. Sands, 
Alice Farrar,
Julia Driscoll,
Fannie M. Norton,
Ina L. Parlin,
Harriet S. Mitchell, 
Lilia E. Curtis,
S. A. Thompson, 
N ancy Rankin,
Jennie C. Martin, 
M artha S. Reed,
Annie G. Foley,
Addie E. Ireland,
Alice R. Bedell,
Alice B. Moulton,
F. F . Howard,
teaching,
Bills approved Nov. 7, 1903
Fannie M. Norton, 
Sadie B. C olcord,
L il ia  E. Curtis,
Annie M. Chadbourne,
F.thel W. Russell,
teaching,
janitor,
Anna 0 . Farnum,
Jennie C. Martin,
Nancy Rankin,
S. A. Thompson,
Luna E. Abbott,
Alice Farrar,
Myrtle Howard,
Ina L. Parlin,
Rose Matthieu,
Grace A. Morse,
Lillian Norton,
Annie G. Foley,
Martha S. Reed,
E. E. Miller,
Susie P. Virgin,
V ivian  H. Taber,
Gertrude B. Sands,
M ary W. Abbott,
Harriet S. Mitchell,
Frances M. Wilson,
Louise Martin,
Addie E. Ireland,
Ina M. Silver,
Alice B. Moulton,
F. F. Howard,
A. Q. Coolidge,
janitor,
GraceA. Morse, 
Edna Wyman,
J. H. M cKeem an, 
L. D. Elliott,
Wirt Colby,
F. A. Elliott,
fuel,
janitor,
Bills approved Dec. 4, 1903. 
Anna 0 . Farnum, teaching,
teaching,
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Ina L. Parlin, i
L i l ia  E. Curtis,
S. A. Thompson,
Nancy Rankin,
V iv ian  H. Taber,
Luna E. Abbott,
Frances M. Wilson,
Martha S. Reed,
Susie P. Virgin,
M ary  W. Abbott, ✓ 7
Lillian Norton,
Annie G. Foley,
Alice Farrar,
Sadie B. Colcord,
Gertrude B. Sands,
Rose Matthieu,
Addie E. Ireland,
Ina M. Silver,
Annie M. Chadbourne,
Alice B. Moulton,
Grace A. Morse,
Alice R. Bedell,
Louise Martin,
Harriet S. Mitchell,
M yrtle  Howard,
Ina M. Lancaster,
Ethel W. Russell,
Jennie C. Martin,
E. E. Miller,
Fannie M. Norton,
Harriet Silver,
Leslie R. Curtis,
teaching,
janitor,Ina Silver, 
Annie M. Chadbourne, 
Alice B. Moulton,
Grace A. Morse,
Augusta E. Merrill,
Jennie Swain,
F. A. Elliott,
F. F. Howard,
B. M. Colcord,
H. E. Glines,
A. Q. Coolidge,
F. H .  J hnson & Co.
P. &. R. F. Ry.,
A. J. Knight,
W. H. Allen,
C. A. Flint,
F. P. Putnam,
[as. S. Morse,
F. V. Abbott,
f. H. M cKeem an, 
Wirt Colby,
C. W. Lapham,
A. C. Lane,
A. G. Goddard, conveyance
Bills approved Feb. 5, 1904.
Alice Bedell,
Ina M. Lancaster,
Rose Matthieu,
Lilia E. Curtis,
Nancy Rankin,
S. A. Thompson,
Anna O. Farnum,
Addie E. Ireland,
Annie G. Folev,
*
Susie P. Virgin,
Geneva C. Hutchins, 
V ivian  H. Taber, 
M artha S. Reed,
Sadie B. Colcord,
#
Ina L. Parlin,
Harriet S. Mitchell,
Ina M. Silver,
Luna E. Abbott, 
Frances M. Wilson, 
Gertrude B. Sands, 
Alice Farrar,
Annie M. Chadbourne, 
Alice B. Moulton,
FAhel W. Russell, 
Grace A. Morse,
E. G. Reid,
F. A. Elliott,
W. S. Abbott,
M. J. Babb,
j a n i t o r ,
fuel,
teaching,
F. F. Howard, 
F. W. Curneil, 
W. H. Allen,
janitor
fuel,
<<
Common School Account,
To balance undrawn Feb. 15, 1904, $2,846 45
Income from funds, 
Appropriation, March, 1903, 
Received from State,
By paid as per items stated,
Balance Feb. 15, 1904,
B O O K S A N D  S U P P L I E S
1903.
Mar. 7, G. M. Donham,
Am. Ex. Co.,
Am. Book Co.,
Silver Burdett Co.,
C. E. Fernald,
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 
W. P. McDonald, 
J. L. Hammett Co.,
Perry Picture Co.,
F. W, Curneil,
Maine Pub. Co.,
J. J .  Calhoun,
R. F. Pub. Co.,
Apr. 3, D. C. Heath & Co.,
Ginn Pub. Co.,
Hinds & Noble,
E. E. Babb & Co.,
Nile & Nile,
J. N. Welch,
April 3. Atkinson & Mentyer,
J. L. Hammett &  Co., 
Payson Smith,
J. J. Calhoun,
M ay I , Silver Burdett & Co.,
Ginn Pub. Co.,
B. H. Sanborn,
Loring, Short & Harmon, 
Am. Book Co.,
Piqua Sch. Furn. Wks.,
E. E. Babb &  Co.,
J. N. Welch,
J . Y .  Crowell,
Maine Pub. C o.,
Payson Smith,
R. F. Pub. Co.,
June 5, Houghton Mifflin &  Co.,
F. E. Tainter,
Am. Ex. Co.,
Dyer Print,
R. F. Pub. Co.,
Payson Smith,
 '
Ju ly  , C. E. Fernald,
Payson Smith,
R. F. Pub. Co.,
Payson Smith,
Oct. 3, Maine Pub. Co.,
Allyn A Bacon,
Silver Burdett & Co.,
Ginn A Co,
Rand M cN ally ,
J. L . Hammett & Co, 
Langmans, Green & C o., 
E  E. Babb & C o ,
Nov. 7. Silver Burdett & Co.,
Nov. 7- American Book Co.,
E. E. Babb & Co.,
D. C. Heath & Co., 
Milton Bradley,
Maine Publishing Co., 
Ester brook Steel Pen Co., 
}. L. Hammett & Co.,
Dec. 4 Maine Publishing Co.,
1). C. Heath & Co.,
Silver Burdett & Co.,
J. L. Hammett & Co., 
Allyn & Bacon,
Payson Smith,
B. H. Sanborn,
Dec. 30. Ginn &  Co.,
American Book Co.,
Dec. 30. S. A. Burleigh, Supt,
1904.
Feb. 5. E. W. Howe,
T. H. Burgess,
( has. E. Fernald, 
Rumford Falls Pub. Co.,
S. A. Burleigh,
Alice B. Moulton,
Ethel W. Russell,
Grace A. Morse,
Ethel G. Reid,
7 1
Text Books and Supplies Account,
To appropriation 1903,
Received for books sold,
By paid as per items stated,
I o amount overdrawn, Feb. 15, 1904,
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R E P A I R S  A C C O U N T .
*
Mar. 7 , Stanley Bisbee,
J. F. Barron,
C. E. Crowe,
R. F. L. P. W. Co.,
F. B. Carroll,
W. I. White,
T . H. Burgess,
C. R. Abbott,
Apr. 3 , Stanley Bisbee,
J. F. Barron,
F. A. Porter,
Dunton Lumber Co.,
M ay I , Edmond Croteau,
F. O. Walker,
V. A. Linnell,
Mrs. J. H. Abbott,
Stanley Bisbee.
W. I. White,
June 5 , F. B. Carroll,
F. A. Porter,
A. E. Stearns,
Ju ly 3 1 R. F. Ins. Agency,
Sept. 4 , J . W. Simpson,
Stanley Bisbee,
Oct. 2 , Hall & Smith,
F , B. Carroll,
C. W. Lapham,
R. F. Ins, Agency,
Nov. 7 , F. B. Carroll,
Stanley Bisbee,
F. B. Carroll,
F. A. Porter,
J. F. Barron,
Stanley Bisbee,
H IG H  SCHOOL ACCOUNT
C. W. Carv,p' 7
E. C. Higgins,
G. A. Tarbox,
Annette Goddard.
Charlotte Jennison,
Annette Goddard,
Grace A. Tarbox,
Charlotte Jennison,
Charlotte Jennison,
Grace A. Tarbox,
Annette Goddard,
E. C. Higgins,
Mrs, C. W. Cary,
Payson Smith,
Mrs. C. W Carey,
Grace A. Tarbox.
Charlotte Jennison.
Mar,
%
Apr,
M ay
J une
Appropriation March 1903, 
By paid as per items stated, 
Balance Feb. 15, 1904,
Nov. 7. W. I. White,
C. R. Abbott,
p
1904.
Feb. 5, F. B. Carroll,
F. A. Porter,
V. A. Linnell,
F. O. Walker,
F. F. Howard,
Rumford Falls L igh t & Water Co., 
F. O. Walker,
Repairs Account.
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June 5 • Annette Goddarcl,
Ju ly 1 Grace A. Tarbox,
Mrs. C. W. Cary,
Charlotte Jennison,
J. L. Hammett &  Co..
Annette Goddard,
F. L. Phelps,
Oct. 4 B. M. Clough,
Mabel Richmond,
L. M. Price,
V iv ian  H. Taber,
E. E. Miller,
Nov. 7- Mabel A. Richmond,
DeWolf Fiske &  Co..
H enry Holt &  Co.,
’ E. E, Miller,
V ivian  H. Taber,
B. M. Clough,
L. M. Price,
Dec. —J- • E. E. Miller,
B. M. Clough,
L. M. Price,
Mabel A. Richmond,
Vivian H. Taber.
J. N. Welch,
Dec. SO­ B. M. Clough,
P. O. Coffin,
1904.
Feb. S’ L. M. Price,
Mabel A. Richmond,
Vivian H. Taber,
B. M. Clough,
P. O. Coffin,
Ethel G. Reid,
75
High School Account.
To balance Feb. 15 , 1903, 
appropriation, March 1903, 
received from State,
tu i t io n ,
By paid as per items stated,
balance undrawn Feb. 15, 1904,
V I R G I N I A  SC H O O L H O U SE  A D D IT IO N .
Mar, 7, W, I. White,
May I , W. I, White,
July I , E. P. Woods,
3 1 ,  Henry Nelson,
3 1 ,  E. P. Woods,
Sept. 4, E. P. Woods,
P. Nadeau,
Mrs. Drapeau,
J. N. Welch,
Oct. 2, J. N. Welch,
E. W. Howe,
Nov. 7, F. O. Walker,
Dec. 4, J. B, Aldrich,
30, E. P. Woods,
Piqua Sch. Furn. Wks,,
190 4
Feb. 5, L. H. Veilleux,
E. P. Woods,
Virginia School Account.
To appropriated March, 1903, $3,500 00
By paid as per items stated,
Balance undrawn Feb. 15, 1904,
7 6
T H U R S T O N  SCH O O L B U IL D IN G .
S U P E R IN T E N D E N C E  A C C O U N T .
T o  balance undrawn Feb. 15, 1903, $91  74
appropriation, 
By paid salary,
balance undrawn Feb. 15, 1904,
$1 ,241  74 I
$250 due on this account from State, March 1st.
E V E N I N G  S C H O O L  A C C O U N T .
T o  balance undrawn Feb. 15, 1903, 59 75
appropriation, 150 00
tuition, 20 00
By advertising,
teaching services,
balance undrawn Feb. 15, 1904,
*
T o  appropriation March, 1903, 
By paid as per items stated, 
Balance undrawn,
Ju ly  3 1 ,  ('. R. Abbott,
Sept. 4, C. R. Abbott,
Oct. 2, E. W. Howe,
Thurston School Account.
COMMON SC H O O L STATISTICS.
The following statistics are for the year beginning with the spring term of 1903 and closing with the present winter 
term. It should be noted that the figures do not all compare with those on the preceding pages because the figures on those 
pages are for the financial year beginning Feb. 15, 1903, and ending Feb. 15, 1904.
NA ME  OF SCHOOL.
EAST ELLIS
HOWE
POINT G R A M M A R
POINT P R I M A R Y
A B B OT T
Spring Alice B. Moulton..............
Fall Martha S. R e e d ................
*  Winter Martha S. R e e d ..................
Spring Grace A. M orse ..................
Fall Grace A. M orse ..................
Winter Grace A. M o rse ..................
Spring Annette M. G o d d a r d . . .
Fall Annette M. G o d d a r d . . .
Winter Elsie G. R e i d .....................
Spring Sadie B. C o lco rd ...............
Fall Sadie B. C o lc o rd ...............
Winter Sadie B. C o lc o rd ...............
Spring Mary W. A b b o t t ...............
Fall Mary W. A b b o t t ...............
Winter Mary W . Sess ions ............
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RED HILL
THURSTON
SOUTH RUMFORD
HOLLAND
ISTHMUS
F R A N K L I N  ANNEX
C E N T E R
PERU  ANNEX
SMITH CROSSING
Spring
Fall
Winter
Fall
Winter
Spring 
Fall 
Winter
E A S T  RUMFORD Spring
Spring 
Fall
Spring
Fall
S p ring
Fall 
W inter
Spring
Fall
Winter
Spring 
Fall 
Winter
Spring
Fall
Winter
Ethel W. Russe l l . . . 
Ethel W. R u s s e l l . . .  
Ethel W. R u s s e l l . . .
Alice B. Moulton 
Alice B. Moulton
Harriet F. Silver 
Harriet F. Silver.  . . . 
Harriet F. Silver
Grace P e r c y ................
Susie P. V i r g in . . .  . 
Susie P. V irg in . . . .
Inez E. Blanchard . 
Lillian N orton .........
Ina M. Silver. . . 
Addie E. Ireland 
Addie E. Ireland
Annie G. Foley.  
Annie G. Foley. 
Annie G. F o le y .
Annie M. Chadbourne. . . 
Annie M. Chadbourne. . . 
Annie M. Chadbourne. . .
Nellie L. R a n k in ...............
Ina M. S i l v e r ....................
Ina M. S i lv e r .......................
C o m m o n  S c h o o l  S t a t i s t i c s — Continued
CHISHOLM SCHOOL
PETTENGILL SCHOOL
G R A D E ,  T E R M .  N A M E  O F T E A C H E R .
Grade I 
Grade I 
Grade II
Grade I 
Grade I 
Grade I I
Grade I 
Grade 1 
Grade II
Spring
Fall
Winter
Gertrude B. Sands. 
Rose Matthieu . . . 
Alice F a r r a r  .
Gertrude B. Sands. 
Rose Matthieu . . . 
Alice F a r r a r ............
Gertrude B. S a n d s . , 
Rose Matthieu 
Alice Farrar.  . . . . . .
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Grades I, II Spring Nancy Rankin...............Grade III Harriett S. M itchell.. .Grade IV lola A. Walker. . . . . . .
Grades V, VI Lilia E. Curtis. . . . . . . .Grades VI, VII Anna O. Farnum............Grades VIII, IX S. A. Thompson...........
Grades I, II  
Grade I I I  
Grade IV,
Grade V  
Grades V I,  V I I  
Grades V I I ,  V I I I
Grades I, II 
Grade I I I  
Grade IV  
Grade V 
Grades V I ,  V I I  
Grades V I I ,  V I I I
Fall
Winter
Nancy Rankin, ..................
Jennie C. M a rt in ................
Luna E. A b b o t t ..................
Lilia  E. C u r t is ....................
Anna O. F a rn u m ..............
Sue A. Thompson.............
Nancy R a n k in ....................
Harriet S. Mitchell...........
Luna E. A b b o tt ..................
Lilia E. C u rt is ....................
Anna O. F a rn u m .............
Sue A. Thom pson.............
VIRGINIA SCHOOL
Grades I, I I  
Grade I I I
Grade I 
Grade II ,  I I I  
Grades I V — V I I
Grade I 
Grades II, I I I  
Grades IV , V 
Grades V I ,  V I I
Spring
Fall
Winter
Agnes M. B earce . 
Addie E. Ireland
Louise Ma r t i n . . . .  
Harriet S. Mitchell 
Alice R. B ed e l l . . .
Geneva C. Hutchins 
Susie P. Virgin 
Ina M. Lancaster. . . 
Alice B ed e l l .............
*
C o m m o n  S c h o o l  S t a t i s t i c s — C o n t i n u e d
CHAPEL SCHOOL
Statistics for Winter Term include to Feb. 15 only, and therefore incomplete.
N A M E  OF SCH O O L. T E R M S .  N A M E  O f T E A C H E R .
Grade I Spring Marion K. Dunham
Grade I Fall Ina L. Parlin . . . .
Grade I Winter Ina L. P a r l in ...............
 Grade I X  Fall Vivian I I. Taber
Grade I X  Winter Vivian H. Taber
CHISHOLM SCHOOL
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S U M M A R Y  OF S C H O O L  S T A T I S T I C S .
w
Whole number of persons between ages of 
4 and 21,  April 1, 1903,
No. of different pupils in common schools,
“  “  “  high schools,
evening schools, 
all schools (total),
No. of common schools supported 36 weeks,
No of weeks of all common schools for the year, 
Total paid teachers’ wages for year, com. sch.,
janitors ’ services for year (est .) 
fuel for year, 
conveyance for year,
Total of common school expenses for full year, 
Average cost based on total enrollment and on
total expenditure,
T E A C H E R S ’ D IR E C T O R Y .
SC H O O L . T E A C H E R S .
Date of
A p p ’nt. G R A D E , A D D R E S S .
CHI SHOLM HIGH 
SCHOOL
CHI SHOLM P R I M A R Y  
C H A P E L  SCHOOL
P E T T E N G I L L  SCHOOL
*
VIRGINIA SCHOOL
B. M. Clough 
P. O. Coffin 
Mabel A. Richmond 
Vivian  H. Taber
Gertrude B. S a n d s .........
Rose Matthieu..................
Alice F a r r a r .......................
Ina P a r l in .........................
Sue A. T hom pson .........
Anna O. F a rn u m ...........
L i l la E. C u r t is ................
Luna A b b o t t ....................
Harriet S. Mitchell 
Nancy R a n k in ..................
Alice B ed e ll .......................
Ina M. L an caster ...........
Susie P. V ir g in ................
Geneva C. H u tc h in s . . .
Principal,
Sub-Master,
2nd A s s ’t,
3rd A s s ’t & Grade I X
Grade I (Div. A.) 
Grade I (Div. B.) 
Grade II
Grade I
Prin. Gr. V I I ,  V I I I  
Grades V I ,  V I I  
Grade V 
Grade I V  
Grade I I I  
Grade II
Prin. Gr. V I ,  V I I  
Grades IV ,  V  
Grade I I  
Grade I
Washington Street
<  • ■ ■ • * ♦ « * 
1 19 York  Street 
1 19  York Street
244 K nox  Street 
218  K nox  Street 
57 Franklin Street
49 Washington Stieet
218  Knox Street 
218  K nox  Street 
218  K n o x  Street 
57 Franklin Street 
30 Franklin Street 
218  K nox  Street
VirginiaVirginia
1 14  Franklin Street 
1 14  Franklin Street
RUMFORD RURAL SCHOOLS
* Rumford Falls High School
*
. Sm ith ’s Crossing Annie G. Foley,
Peru Annex Addie C. Ireland
Franklin Annex Annie M. Chadbourne
South Rumford Harriet B. Silver
Center Ina M. Silver
Thurston . Alice B. Moulton
Howe Grace A. Morse
Point (High & Gram.) Elsie G. Reid
Point (Primary) Sadie Colcord
Red Hill Ethel W. Russell
East  Ellis  Martha S. Reed
Abbott Mary W. Sessions . .
Director of Music and  F rances M. W ilsonDrawing
Rumford Falls 
Rumford Falls 
Rumford Falls 
Rumford Falls 
Rumford Center 
Rumford Center 
Rumford Center 
Rumford Point 
Rum ford Point 
Littlefield 
North Rumford 
Bryants Pond
30 F ranklin Street
Warrant for Annual Town Meeting.
T o  F r e d  W . N o y e s , a Constable of the Town of Rumford, in the
County of Oxford, Greeting;
In the name of the State of Maine you a re hereby re q u ire d  to 
notify and warn the inhabitants of the T own of Rumford qualified by 
law to vote in Town a ffa irs to assemble at the Wigwam in R u m fo rd 
Falls in said Town on the seventh day of March A. D. 1904 at 10 
o’clock in the forenoon to act on the follow ing a rticles to wit
F i r s t— To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting.
S e c o n d— To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
T h i r d — To choose Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the 
Foot foi the ensuing yeai.
F o u r t h — To choose a Town Treasurer foi the ensuing year.
Fi f t h — To establish a late pei cent or salary for collecting taxes 
and to choose Collector for ensuing year.
S i x t h — T o  choose one or more Road Commissioners for the 
ensuing year.
S e v e n t h — T o see it the Town will vote to elect a Superintendent 
of Schools fo r the ensuing year and to choose the same.
E i g h t h — To c hoose one member of the School Committee.
#
N i n t h — To choose a Town Auditor.
T e n t h — T o choose all other 1 own officers.
E l e v e n t h — To see if the Town will vote to grant and raise such 
sums of money as may be necessary, for the maintenance and support 
of schools, to purchase books, to repair school houses, to care for the 
poot, to pay Town debt and interest, to repair roads and biidges and 
to pay miscellaneous expenses and defray all other Town charges.
T w e l f t h — To see if the I own will vote to allow a discount on 
all taxes paid before a specified time, or charge interest on all taxes 
remaining unpaid aftei a specified time, or both, and to raise a suffi 
cient sum of money to defray the discount voted.
T h i r t e e n t h — To see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Town Treasurer with the approval of the Selectmen to hire such sums 
of money as may be necessary to defray Town charges.
F o u r t e e n t h — T o see if the Town will vote to continue the free 
high school as established and raise money for the support of same.
F i f t e e n t h — To see if the Town will vote to raise a sum of money 
for the proper observance of Memorial day to be expended under 
direction of Joseph E. Colby Post, G. A. R.
S i x t e e n t h — To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of 
money to build the bridge across the Androscoggin river as located 
by the County Commissioners s near the foot bridge in Rumford Falls 
village.
S e v e n t e e n t h -*-To see what sum of money the Town will vote 
to raise for repair of foot bridge.
E i g h t e e n t h — To see what sum of money the Town will vote to 
raise for permanent loads and decide how same shall be expended.
N i n e t e e n t h — To see what sum of money the Town will vote to 
laise for the construction of a State road and direct how the same 
shall be expended.
T w e n t i e t h — To see if the Town will vote to continue the 
Rumford Falls evening school and laise money for the support of 
same.
T w e n t y -f i r s t —T o  see if the Town will vote to discontinue the 
East Ellis school so called
T w e n t y -sec o n d—T o  see if the Town will vote to build a new 
school house in R um ford Falls village and raise money for same
T w e n t y -t h i r d — To see if the T own will vote to discontinue the 
Rumfoid Point high school so called
T w e n t y -f o u r t h — To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a 
sum of money for the rental of any school accommodations that may 
be necessary during the ensuing year.
T w e n t y  f i f t h —T o see if the Town will vote to accept the H all ’s 
hill load and Isthmus road as laid out by the Selectmen.
T w e n t y -s i x t h — To see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Selectmen to call on the County Commissioneis to discontinue a 
portion of the H all ’s hill load commencing near J P. Putnam’s and 
ending neai Tom F i la id o ’s place so called.
T w e n t y -s e v e n t h — To see if the Town will vote to fill in and 
build that poition of Rum ford avenue from its junction with F rank- 
lin stieet to the public library in Rumford Falls village to the grade 
established by the Rumford F alls Power Co. as laid out on the plans 
of Rumfoid F alls village prepared by the engineers of said Company 
and to see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise for said 
puipose and to see what action the Town wi ll take in the matter of 
raising said s treet and building the same up to the grade aforesaid.
T w e n t y -e i g h t h  To see if the town will vote to fix the salary 
of all Town  officers for the ensuing year.
T w e n t y - n i n t h — To see if the Town will vote to raise one 
thousand dollars for the support of the f ree Carnegie library.
Th i r t i e t h — T o choose one or more trusteesfoi Carnegie library.
T H I R t Y - f i r s t — To see if the Town will vote to take the balance 
of the seweis now in place and also to extend the system to that part 
of the village known as Virginia and to see what sum of money the 
town will appropriate and raise fo r same.
T h i r t y -sec o n d— lo  see if the Town will vote to appropriate
y
and raise a sum of money to fence the cemetery on the east side of 
E llis river near the F o rd place so called.
T h i r t y - t h i r d — 1 o see if the Town will vote to appropriate and 
raise twenty-five dollais fo r the purchase of docket and record books 
for Rumford Falls  municipal court.
Th i r t y  f o u r t h — To see what instructions the Town will 
give its Selectmen in regard to buying a town faun and raise such 
sum of money as will enable them to carry out instructions.
The Selectmen give notice that they will be in session for the 
purpose of correcting the list of voters in said town and hear ing and 
deciding on applications claiming the right to have then names en- 
tered upon the said list at Selectmen’s office at R um ford F alls at 
two o ’clock in the afternoon, Saturday, March fifth, A. D , 1904, also 
at the Wigwam Monday, at nine o’clock on day of said meeting.
Given undei oui hands this fifteenth day of P'eb A. D., 1904.
V A. T H U R S  TON, / StUcDuen
of
W . G. M O R S E ,  ) Rumford.
A tiuc copy —Attest,
F r e d  W. N o y e s , Constable of Rumfoid.
